
Tina Battaglia was just
14 years old when she
became the caretaker of her
siblings. 

The oldest of nine chil-
dren, she had to grow up
quickly after the sudden
death of her mother. Tina’s
role in the family switched
from big sister to a nurtur-
ing mother figure who
cleaned and cooked dinner
every night before her
father came home from a
long day of work. 

A soft-spoken and
reserved young woman,
Tina always did as she was
told, keeping track of her
four brothers and four sis-
ters, including my grand-
mother, who was the baby
of the family. 

She also never was able
to finish school due to the
responsibilities that result-
ed from this unexpected
life-changing event. 

Yet my great Aunt Tina
never complained and
never asked for help.
Throughout the little time I
knew her (unfortunately
she passed away by the
time I was in second grade),
Aunt Tina never spoke
about the challenges she
faced when her mother
died shortly after giving
childbirth to my grand-

mother. Every time I visited
her and my Aunt Josie (her
sister) as a little girl, Aunt
Tina would always sit
peacefully in her pink chair,
sharing a few smiles and
giggles during our time
together. 

Looking at her pale
wrinkled skin and small,
squinty eyes, I always saw
quiet strength and humility
in Aunt Tina’s face.
Although I was too young at
the time to completely
understand what my aunt
endured growing up, her
legacy recently became
more apparent to me after
covering the 2016 grant
awards distribution of the
Women & Girls’ Fund. 

A community-based,
permanent endowment of
the Main Street Community
Foundation, the Women &
Girls’ Fund is a primary
source of funding and a
catalyst for programs that
empower females of all
ages. Since its inception 16
years ago, the fund has
awarded nearly $400,000 in
program grants and imme-
diate response support to
local organizations that
help women and girls gain
the skills they need to lead
successful lives. 

From career planning
and money management to
literacy to healthy lifestyle
choices, I have learned
about a variety of programs
supported by this fund—as
well as the countless stories
of girls and women who
have benefited from it. 

Looking back on my
news coverage of the fund
over the past couple of
years, I think about the
teenage girls who learned
the ins and outs of apart-

ment-hunting and chang-
ing a tire through “Skills to
Pay the Bills,” a program
offered by Bristol Youth
Services. This program
received a grant from the
fund again in 2016. 

I also think about the
girls who will master simple
home repair through the
new “Entrepreneurial
Program” at the Boys &
Girls Club and Family
Center of Bristol, which
also received a grant fund-
ing last year. 

In addition to that, the
Bristol-based non-profit,
For Goodness Sake, can
now help provide addition-
al household items like bed
sheets and washcloths to
local women who are mak-
ing the transition to inde-
pendent living—because of
the fund. 

It’s programs like the
ones I mentioned above
that remind me of the need
for a source of funding like
the Women & Girls’ Fund.
It’s also the stories of

women and girls (like my
great Aunt Tina) that
inspire others to help keep
this fund alive. 

Although my aunt
never had the opportunity
to receive support from a

fund like this one, I know
she would be proud to see
how it has helped women
and girls improve the quali-
ty of their lives. 

I will never forget the
sacrifices that my Aunt Tina

made so her family could
survive.

Lisa Capobianco is a
staff writer for The Observer.
She can be reached at lcapo-
bianco@BristolObserver.
com.
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16 Great Pyrenees Way, Bristol, CT
Agency: Offered exclusively by Country Manor Realty
Phone: 860-589-2100
To call this 9 room Colonial stately is an 
understatement. Its MAGNIFICENT!! Starting with the 
circular driveway to a 3 car garage with over 4500 sq 
feet with 3 fireplaces, 3.5 baths on 1.2 acres. It has a 
1st floor den, laundry room & MBR suite w/fp & full 
bath, FR w/fireplace, a huge dream kitchen w/Viking 
appliances, fireplace & center island, open floor plan, 
4BRs, decks, pergola & pond to statisfy your outdoor 
enjoyment. Truly underpriced at $529,900.

203 Old New Hartford Rd, Winchester, CT
Agency: Century 21 A-Gold Action Realty, Inc.
Agent: Barry Mackiewicz  
Phone: 860-589-1111 Ext 102
Features:Charming Colonial!! Plus separate building 
that has 2 bedrooms, kitchen, bath and living room. 
Main house has kitchen of yesteryear, formal dining 
room, 3 bedrooms and 1 1/2 baths. Wood floors 
throughout. 1st floor laundry, Oil warm air heat and 
newer hot water heater. 1 acre lot in country w/
privacy. Great opportunity to have additional income 
to help with the mortgage. $64,900

663 Main St, Plymouth, CT 
Agency: Berkshire Hathaway Home Services
Agent: Randi Goulet
Phone: 860-944-3235 
Remarkable income producing property with endless 
possibilities! 4424 sq ft. beautiful home with antique 
charm.4 rm apartment w separate entrance for in law 
or rental. 5 BR/3 BA home boasts 9 ft ceilings, wide 
floor planks, wainscoting and built-ins, 2 FP! Must 
See! -G10135600- $322,500
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