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Christine DempseyChristine Dempsey, , Staff WriterStaff Writer

Aug. 16, 2023Aug. 16, 2023

BRISTOL — The city and its police are asking for donations to build a memorial toBRISTOL — The city and its police are asking for donations to build a memorial to

honor fallen Bristol officers.honor fallen Bristol officers.

This is a rendering of the Bristol Police Memorial. The Bristol Police Benevolent Association is working with the city andThis is a rendering of the Bristol Police Memorial. The Bristol Police Benevolent Association is working with the city and
the Main Street Community Foundation on the project for which they seek donations. the Main Street Community Foundation on the project for which they seek donations. 
Main Street Community Foundation/contributedMain Street Community Foundation/contributed
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The memorial would be built in front of the police station at 131 N. Main St., whereThe memorial would be built in front of the police station at 131 N. Main St., where

members of the community left flowers and notes on a parked police car to honormembers of the community left flowers and notes on a parked police car to honor

Lt. Dustin DeMonte and Sgt. Alex Hamzy last year after the officers were Lt. Dustin DeMonte and Sgt. Alex Hamzy last year after the officers were fatallyfatally

shot in an Oct. 12 ambush.shot in an Oct. 12 ambush. It didn’t take long for  It didn’t take long for every inch of the cruiser’s hood,every inch of the cruiser’s hood,

roof and trunk to be covered.roof and trunk to be covered.      

“The memorial will serve as a permanent reminder of the ultimate sacrifice that“The memorial will serve as a permanent reminder of the ultimate sacrifice that

was made by the officers named on the wall, as well as a memorial for people towas made by the officers named on the wall, as well as a memorial for people to

visit and pay their respects to,” the police department said in a visit and pay their respects to,” the police department said in a Facebook post.Facebook post.

The Bristol Police Memorial Committee, through the Bristol Police BenevolentThe Bristol Police Memorial Committee, through the Bristol Police Benevolent

Association, will oversee the memorial, police said, and the Association, will oversee the memorial, police said, and the Main Street CommunityMain Street Community

FoundationFoundation will manage donations. The Bristol Police Memorial Fund will only be will manage donations. The Bristol Police Memorial Fund will only be

used for the creation, construction and future maintenance of the memorial, theyused for the creation, construction and future maintenance of the memorial, they

said.said.
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Christine Dempsey is a breaking news reporter with Hearst Connecticut Media group. Christine is a veteranChristine Dempsey is a breaking news reporter with Hearst Connecticut Media group. Christine is a veteran
reporter with decades of experience at newspapers in Connecticut and New York, including The Bristolreporter with decades of experience at newspapers in Connecticut and New York, including The Bristol
Press, the Journal Inquirer and The Hartford Courant. She has covered everything from town meetings andPress, the Journal Inquirer and The Hartford Courant. She has covered everything from town meetings and
light features to breaking news. She has ridden in patrol cars and even bicycled with officers to better learnlight features to breaking news. She has ridden in patrol cars and even bicycled with officers to better learn

A rendering provided by police and the foundation shows a short, arching wallA rendering provided by police and the foundation shows a short, arching wall

facing the road. It will have the names of fallen officers etched on it.facing the road. It will have the names of fallen officers etched on it.

To be a sponsor of the project, people or organizations are asked to contributeTo be a sponsor of the project, people or organizations are asked to contribute

$1,000. Bronze-level donors would give $5,000; silver, $10,000 and gold would$1,000. Bronze-level donors would give $5,000; silver, $10,000 and gold would

contribute $25,000. contribute $25,000. 

The address of the Main Street Community Foundation is 120 Halcyon Drive, P.O.The address of the Main Street Community Foundation is 120 Halcyon Drive, P.O.
Box 2702, Bristol, CT 06011-2702. The phone number is 860-583-6363.Box 2702, Bristol, CT 06011-2702. The phone number is 860-583-6363.
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how police do their jobs. She has won awards for her crime stories, tales of heroic rescues and forhow police do their jobs. She has won awards for her crime stories, tales of heroic rescues and for
chronicling the lives of people experiencing homelessness. She loves to tell a good narrative story.chronicling the lives of people experiencing homelessness. She loves to tell a good narrative story.
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